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OUR STYLE GUIDE TO
OLD QUEENSLAND
HOUSES

The Woodworkers Company
aims to make joinery that blends
comfortably with the traditional
styles of Queensland
architecture. We've spent hours
measuring and recording the fine
detail of old Queensland houses
and we hope this summary will
prove useful to renovators,
architects and builders who have
inherited houses that have been
tormented by earlier
modernisation efforts.
Increasingly we see property
markets handsomely rewarding
authenticity and the thoughttul
approach to renovation, and this
style guide should assist these
endeavours by providing an easy
reference to the main eras of
Queensland dwelling
construction. The guide intends
to be informative and not
constrictive. Knowing a building's
architectural style provides a
framework for renovation or
restoration and permits
consistency of detailing.
Ultimately however, the success
of such work depends on the skill
of the designer and artisan. We
believe we have a responsibility
to the increasingly scarce timbers
we use to be disciplined about
our work. As a component
manufacturer, we hope our work
can make it that much easier for
our clients to presernve our unigue
architectural hernitage. ..

1850-1880 The Colonial Victorian

Period

Housing Characteristics

Design
Heanes st low (200mm o 1 moke above
ground] with brick fireplacos

Roofs N
Soop 5h|rrgh and oormugated iron in simple skillion or hipped designs
- Curved iron vorandoh roofs wsually separate from main roof

Doors

Vickorian doors typically contained f'::rur flat panels with lighty
mouldad surrounds. Grander houses often used six or eight
panel doors however. Front deors did not contain g-:m'j
panels and were vsually double doors or a single very wide
door cccasiandly of double margin construdion.

‘Windows

Multiple ight double hur? sashes mode vp of 10” x 8"

[255:2204mm) panes or 1
common initially as these were

panals were abways slightty higher ﬁu
bars dividing the washes inko six, nine, twelve
1840, twe pane and hen single pono

thin timber glaxi
OF MOrg panes, A

x 107 {305 x 255 mm ) were

% sizes avoi Closs

n’rl'rn:.-'clrﬁwh:l'e.Wiliw-r:,' :

vashes appeared as plate glaw became availablo,

Mo eaves overhangs lndim| |I ] -1 ! [F: ' —!
Joiner . al - | '
-Red € preferred due ho its similarity to the Honduran _ I ! r =1 f]'—-‘-\ [ 31
Mahagany p&pular in England o |_L| : | ' |
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; = Ly l—l D i | N - Twlve Light Arch Hood Singlo Light
k i Deublo Hungs Double Hungs Hurgs
: L, Doubde Margin Six Poned Colonial Double Door
. : Entry Door Bollection Door  Eniry Porkal Fretwork & Arches
- Georgian dreular and oliphical arches in gronder houses, Lithe
- = dacoration in simpler lings.
eranda
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Warious curved roof forms u in addition ko straight skillions, ] = l |
llam Ll L L) |. Ji_ - _'l L — |
| ki = L= E"lﬁﬂ:d -':'l-“:h
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Columns |Walls i 3 B-nlusnl'-nd as 2 ' edo. Gl
Square Deop Ember weatherboards i Crass and Uinion : L ! ;

columnsand | ond fimber chamforboards ex. | Jack balustrade popular in firs Tan Light Fully Wrﬂ'” Light Single Light Hall |

i 200 » 2 5mm loodin of sollarsecd Glazod Fronch Panelled French Panelled French Arch = .

'-':-1H'| - E-clh‘_hrin:ks or skone Doors Decr Doors

simplo cacasionally Internal Doors Gates Skirtings and Architraves

“‘:FI - | |Floers Internd doors were four o six panel, or |- Dowel or SCEHFE Pﬂllsﬂﬂﬂ Sf!r'lﬂ Codar moulding: proferred with restrained

: Wide Hoop Fine internall simplo lodgo and braco construction on  |designs popular on grande curdlinoar foems. Skirtings ?cmrdlr ax 200 mm |
- (ex 200 mm)] 4 smplor housos. Single margin light doors prapnr‘l'in'.- in main roems: ox 100 mm elsewhe
Ceilinas wsed for secondary enfrances. Tagyspaanf -L4. T, Architraves ex 125 mm generally.
- Boa Hoop (lath and “‘:“'l |-|-—-|-—-r 1. -.Ilmu.uuilm
plashor in grander residences) e | | . %m xmmm
Hoods . 1 il '
Window hoods not comman. | | J i L L LU
Brackets 1 '..1 LJ, r LR Gurticign 2ol Ay ensf
Decorative brockets not | e
commaon. Ocoosionally eaves | I._j L L L] Podastrian ::LLLL..
brodkets used betwoen jundicn . | L Cabe Il m
of main roof and verandah — : SixPanel  Fou Ponel  Margin il
roof. Diagonal Ring Balustrade Dot Dt Light Door T e liBrarves ulmg:.
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'1880-1900 The High Victorian Period

'Housing Characteristics

Design i

| Housos sab hi {2 motres ve ground)

| Kikchens ddu:lmdm from main m|um?}-zl house with
| chimnoy often reploced by metd stove recess

Roofs .
| - Corrugaled iron on Hoop Pine sofiwoed framing
More omale pyramid and hipped roofs common

| Doors

The four panel door was typical with the mouldings on
important doors becoming more omate and raised {bolledion
moulding). The cutside face of fhe entry door was often fielded
with ‘cricket bat while the inside remained flat.
From 1890 the vpper half of the domestic front door was often
filled with leadlights. French doors with four glazed panels
g:ranin-gr.:u on o vorondahs were 2100 x 1000 wide
fon wied for ofl exdernal openings except front doors. Enfrance
porfals were commen [even in simple houses). In grander

residonces olaborole porals wore — —
Oc—10
!

also used internally o off the
principle public rooms.

|Windows

Double hurg sashes vsed universally, not vsually
counterbalonced but rather simply supported an swinging brass
shays when roised. Limiled ronge of pattems available: bwo, four |
and twele panes most usudl, 1400 mm high and 850 mm wide
with sill height 250 mm. Full height single pane counter
balonced sashes were popular fo the verandahs of larger

hewses, and venehan windows containing three sath pairs wore
common on the front gable of workers' cotiages

e
i

| - Vorandah wd:-rud'ul:ndfmmc-n bax rook il ;
| - Ridge venilaors popular |
| - Enfrance pﬂr:i;!i sel inke u:un:j wh;:'dd\b‘mnfﬂh o T'T | I | ' ] J |
| - Decorative mebal frimmings and Ember gable J
| barge frotwerk L ||| | L1 ll_ _-J| [ |
External Joinery il u . Jd B ||| |Twinlight ArchTop  Doublo Vonetian Window
| - Red Codar proforred i ! [| |Dovble Double Margin
. H H D j | D T J Hung Hungs Lighits
Z (e | TR retwork & Arches :
‘Walls Verandah - Ll Broo and caill hikaon frotwerk lar i syl
. . i zoway ond ceiling ven s popular in stylised
hiit::uﬂﬁﬁg N Ny [ ? e 1'—' Ehmfﬁﬂﬂfmﬁﬂ Crickot Bat Arch Top High Viclorian foliage designs in small and large howses.
| | ) -. 1 3 . 5 _
Fp ity A ==1|M un M':: }‘1 Four Fand Four Panel Portel Enfrance Timber arches become popular fo comparimentdlise inferiors.
| Hoop Fine infomal N v‘ %/ \ T
coddngundaress | XT1 X [ ) “-> Brackets Balustrades | R Jooe== Q ==ug(]
brang exposed I/ Bia M A Timber docorative verandoh |- Cast iron balustrade and {IU ”[]
E"'ﬂ""‘.?’ brackeks popular in filigree work on expensive I |
Floors conventionalised Iuhc?} houses _ | ‘ | (
Hardwood floor framing and 150mm T4 Hoop Fine flooring dosigns and dassioal forms nml;r;ﬂﬂ ﬂmﬂ - | o_— - 1 : -
| most common - 2 z mr'ﬁnng fo three rail 1| — r 1 T ! Coltoge Hollway Arch
f & L AL | [ N
Sakiings o 4 TwinlightPnel  DoubloMorgin  Arch Top Pandl
|- Boa 158G Half tumned hat = : win Lig margin ch lop L
|1 50mm S pq:.,_,;,m i W Fronch Doors French Doors Fronch Doors
| bl S Pl Sl ¥ £ 1l il e ]
SEESEERE Internal Deors Gates Skirtings and Architraves
| RS RERES Inkernal doors generally from Solid mertise and fenon gates - Codar mouldings in heavily profiled dosign:
Hoods FEd 1011 ] | ponel construckon 2000 x 500 mm [papular proforrad, with larger housos having wider
| - Timber and tin shodes added | -.ll:a EHERE mouldings than cotioges
|t all exdornal windows of ond T - Skirfings to 360mm high common in
of contury iﬁﬁ”‘*‘%’%ﬁﬁfj 1 o component form. Aschilreves 125 o 150
[ ,-——'; Cad lron Baluskrade { | I mm wids.
'r,"E:.{J , ‘ﬂq Ll -
e I by (dL
i H Il"‘\. H'l' _.'- S B
v—qq:-—tf‘\—"l | - fl THE Four Ponol DQ'UHI#
v\ e Dol Two Rod Bolusirade BxeL L":hr,rgg;m —l Aschitraves Skirtings
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' 00- ed i H Doors Windows |
‘ 9 L ?I a Thﬂ' F eration Fﬂrlﬂd Higher waist panelled doors increasingly popular with Casements skart ko replace double hungs from the furn of the
H g h i bollection moulds and ornate sills being sought affor conbury with market domination achieved by 1920, Small ghass

Housing Characteristics . ﬂm&dﬁf;: ;ﬂr}r popular panes revived memgmmjm u Irthnbl.];hm&'im
- More omate enfrances gencrally casoments grouped | rees, and surmaourn wm
| Design - High waist panelled internal doors most popular h-:?li sashes. Bay and venohion window features very
; H:;ésm sok Hgﬂﬁurmlwiﬂ'u sub m spoce baing hﬂfhll'hﬂd in uﬂr::l . ar. Sliding Yorkshire bght windews ot reor and sides of
[ used as lower . Main oom projoction of front wi ouse become popular,
| sepanate gable reof mare popular
- Ir A I ,
Roofs e : rl] = —[ I —I l
| - Corrugalod iron with hardwood framing replacing softwood [ s | ! |
| - Separation between verondah and main roof less common !F' -|- L1 | | : |
| - Pyramid roofs fypical with ridge vents built info apex and , _ T T 1 T .
| fretwork enfry gables or exdensions commen 1_L L |
; ot | I il .
: Jnmcaﬂz I i 1,
- Rod supplios dwindle and are replaced by Silky Ook. D D _ | Twin Light Clusan Anne Six Light
=t | Deowble Couble Cosomonds
n . o Hungs Hungs
Four Panelled Clueen Anne  Clueon Anne Loadlight
BollecSon Five F:-'EI'I'Bl Entrance Portal T R R

|'Walls Verandah Lo Leadight Door ;,a m,'n..,,l. panls hrf B o R S
| - Exfernal cross braced exposed framing ill commeon Handwood frame integral with main roof mnlﬁi ceandla s sl Y
| - Boarding bocomes smollor as fimber stocks diminish {140x 25 E=—TC S— | — Halbway and Reom Division arches very popular with design
|mm). YH T8G 110 mm most commen with asbestos cement il choico increasing.
| sheaks and files from France appearing after 1910 | | | |

Brackets Balustrades | , = 11 L= ey —— =2 |

Geomelric forms popular with | - Dowel handrails wikh throe | il ? 8 ;E% |} 4
art nouveau influenced designs | rails most popular. Cast iron LEH i -] kY, f |
Fi : and turned spindle decorations | out of favour. Bﬂtnn inill ' —_— | E L ' .
| Flool advent howes. | bebween shum CATHES | ™ - 1 ' ' - R n
|+ Smaller profile softwood floors on hardwood framing "I:'?-Imrg::?:rd'm-i |iurﬁn?rl; colomns | common. i | | 'r - r ! [_T Ny { ) 1
| - Hardwood shot edge verandah flocrs infroduced | b - ah i W Vs == |
| - Decontive underfloor picket valences comman = o p——— { 1%
' T ~ T Twin Light Queen Anne Batwing Lattice N | |
‘Ceilings Columns = Ponoloc Fronch  Panollod French  Verandah Doors S HOHN 1]
[- V). T&G in smadller profiles |- Turned columns popular unél (< Doors Doors ' -
| <hll, with pressed medal and 1910 then reverting ;.J' ' E 1 Lokys Poliorn Broezoway Federation Podostal Anch
| fibrous plester coilings increasingly ] [ [ [ I | Gat - .
! e eftar 1910 - | , nternal Doors es Skirtings and Architraves
bbbl hmﬁh P ; : Four panel infornal doors remain - Mouldings me less omate ond reduce in size.
'Hoods armate / : most popular Skirtings to 150mm commean with architraves ex
- Timber and tin hoods wsed cn amising. ;. 125mm.
| micest windows
! , | BA
— Dowel Three Rail Balusirade [ l I
| !

il
[

Archibraves Skirfings
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T T 0 P £V — pee— e
191 3 1 939 Thﬂ Inter-War P'BI'I'EII:I Entry doors bypically same size a3 inlernals, usually high Casements most pl:ﬂpdm
weaishod. Frosted and painted glass prevalont
Clear geomelric | fic” leadlight vlar, or decorati
'Heousing Characteristics cnjﬁi‘:g of dnr;cn:lhnrﬁ-l bazing bor ps‘uﬁunpmi rl’iTE kight 5
hepscotch design with cjuu archic ghass most populor early
Design in pericd.
| Vior + ofton portially enclosed as part of orginal m Porthak shaped windews pepuler in 19307
ign due to consumer demand for morne space. rl_ —
bled front becomes common. Houses still ———— — | = . T il .
5 mislnd ground hhtf“mh'-'«-‘mﬂ'rnrbmrd fake columns P 7 r ' M T’jﬁ |
shamps fo izo bwio ] [ | |
reploce ps zo sorey appearanco O i § J : |
:Rl-ludﬁmd“h fr hroughout i e o+ r[ L Ejl E:J/
; aming threug ! _ . _ .
[ - Wunderlich terracotta rool Hles [1914) and "] |. i | L] | J__
| corrugatod asbostes comont shoaling (1927] locally - - u .
| mamdachirod j ' 1 I J i Ciamond Coathanger [Elml:h Five
Roofs become larger and less omate L[ d. L——u | | | _ | Casoments
Joi Casements
|aanaky Roso Leadlight | -
: ight  Bungalew High Waisled Entrance
. Silky Cak most popular High Wais Applique Pertal
Wall = Dsesr oo Fretwork & Arches
| Walls . _ Veranda y Halbwery and reom division arches very popular with styles
: -b:.mnhar ﬂgdwall comsiruction popalar with flush Finishes ijnj'hl_l-: entries roplace karge perimeter veranddhs becoming less curvaceous with fime
ng pre be W) TG ardwood construcion —— § — i Frabhwark b dlaks il i il
| - Increasing use of weatherboards as good chamferboard - : E:-_ | :q mm:h?l - __mPh.:Ed e o Rgnl
moderial disappears. | || | [E‘-E‘"ff o b :\;_]ﬁ::c Tt
Hm:kaE Balustrades | - -,’" o ==
Timber arches linking Shat style balustrodes replace LI AL
| columns very commeon. dowels from 1920 with feature |l _h! r [ :": I,‘: 4 %
' Brockels become largerand | frebwork panels in centre : , | |
Floors - i maore verfical where used, I [ 1 A '
Hardwood floaring mast u clthough trond is b climinate L L L - S N | Sy -
Wion: Iako b paried | | Jugee% =l | et ) i
— Five Light Coathanger High Waised | |[ I ﬂ il
ZCalmgsl — CnIumPs — Panchlod Fronch  Ranslld French Batwing Deers | || LML Ll
- Prossod mobal, ibrous plastor | - Square columns with loper — ' ' f o+ e =
| and asbostos coment shoots | shep chamfors proforred == 5 . ; n A Tulip Scroll Pedestal Arch |
| T Corkmon miﬁjlcis = j ln"ml;::J de:ﬂ“ il Gr“;m i o 5&]:}1“95 -HHG:E;AH hu;umﬁ;a;] .
' i Fully g rs commaonly us Maora e “roma - Simple goomelric thapes pr reflocting ¢
Hoods dliminated i for infornal applications with stylos most popular oconomy of the ime. Skirtings (splayed or kambstongue
| - Stil popusar although fi epaque glass dosign) wore commonly ex 125mm with archikaves ox
projection increases ko . /| , _ | L —— i 100mm
; murﬁn anr swing f:I, 1] : = i =
|- P i i 4 ? -
pn-'z-d ns aut bobe in ]]F J_' —l Twe Rail Slat Balustrade | |
. _ - 5 . .
{ = ¥
I 2 ' .
| [ |
= i § L Eight Light H'I;W.'ﬂud I ‘
= " ] L L i g ig ai
2 ) ) ¥ .1 GlzedDoor  Theoa ol
byl » 2 Throe Rail Slat Balustrade Dexar Architraves Shirtings
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Housing Characteristics

Design
Paliorn beoks bring o large diversity of housing shies
Skillod labeur and malerials in shert supply in
decade following World War Two resulling in house
Is:.;zﬂs being restrided.  Awstere details become
shionable.

Roofs
Torracoha tile and asbestos comant roofs most

commen
Veranddh and wide roof overhangs oll but disoppoar

Joinery
Hoop Fine common due ko Silky Ook shortoges

SUNSHINE COAST

Showroom & Workshops:

Post War Style Guide

T4 Tel (071 54758 0998 Fax (07 5475 0811

1939-1950 The Post-War Styles

Walls

Brick construction increases as considered mone prestigious
than imber.

Plaster or asbestos cement wall dladding preferred with imber
covor moulds somotimos foatured

Verandah
Reploced by small enkry patio or diminaled entirely

Floors
Hardwood T&G Roors mod commen although concrole Roors
on the incroase

Ceilings Column
Asbodos comont or fibrous Square with simplo arrising
phastor proforred. Flush finishos
In vogus q,.l

I
Hoods |

Lincommon, where used offon |
small cantikvered flat roof . |
instoad of vl skilkon

Balustrades

Miotol bar balustrading in
repetifive designs favoured.
- Very simplo E-:ﬂhn or roil
bohsirode: become common,

Brackets

ok common

I 11 11

Doors
Flush doors increasingly preferred to panelled designs
Eniry doors simplified to a single T8G sheoted door without
sidelights
— — — [ @ﬁ
+|-_| | : L]
v .-.‘l. ]
. P
| ZN
L N
' ' PN
11 [ .-:H\d
Ten Li High Waist 1950
Fully V.1 T&8S D V.1
Door Coor T8 Door

i "IIF'_' _|I |
1__':_‘ F i |
[ || - I‘
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Windows _
Timber cosemant windows

are wsed universally until the |

advent of the aluminium |

slicding sash,

Increaing use of obscure |

ghs a: wrbon density ' ,

(1= 10 (1 | |
Barlight Margin Light
Cosements Casements

L) 1

Eigght Light Singho Light
Coasamonis Casements

Fretwork and Arches
Archweys bocome simpler with Art Doco influences, Transome
fankights and breezeways eliminated as ceiling heights diminish. |

)
!‘ —| |_- | I‘ II-I _LII |‘
| 1 e |

(i (R | J ! |

| | | - |8 3

~ i |

Faur Li Lockral Contemporary ' .r‘

by Cltod  Fdyclzod oy ioand I | 1 |

French Doars Fronch Doors Fronch Doors 1 ||
Internal Doors Gates Skirtings and Architraves

= Pancllod doors grow more adventurous in

design but are gradually replaced by flush
doors, Hoop Pine genorally vsed

generally

- Melal gates replace fimber

Small simplo dressod reclangular sochions
preforrod ex 100 mm skirfings and cx. 50 mm |
architraves, '

Cornices eliminated.

= T

— r

|
/S S

Skirfings & Architraves




